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To provide food safety professionals worldwide with a forum to exchange information on protecting thg

epal, along with the Latin America
VI EW FROM THE CHAEIE;: exchanged experiences and netwo”ujs I DE TH E ISSU E
Hap py N ew Year! among food safety professionals within the_LrV|ew from the Chair: Helen Taylor

respective regions, reconnecting with Iong2 Affiliates in the Spotlight

time colleagues and making new friends.
The recent enélyear 18 Affiliate News

festivities are over, with - Based on discussions during the Affiliate 1g |AFp Headlines

many taking advantage  Council Meeting, an Affiliate Awards Commit-

{ tolook back at our com- tee was established in September to review, ‘Afiate Calendar

mitments to IAFP and to  revise, and reissue the Affiliate Awards gi#8-Silent Auction

food safety, along with  ance and documentation for 2026 (and gad2gAFP Executive Board Speaker Program
looking forward to an forward). These updates for the Affiliate

exciting year of new be-  Awards will help encourage recognition of our

ginnings, experiences, and learnings. Affiliatesd commitment ta nur arnananjzat
values and the wider food safety commun AFFILIATES ACROSS THE GLOBE

A huge shoutout to Takiyah Ball, Caio Ca~

The year 2025 was highly productive for ou

Affiliates. In July, IAFP held another excellent African Continental Southeast Asia
. valho, Jenny Scott, and Susan Smith fort  argentina Spain
Annual Meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, allowin : :
- . elp with me to redefine and finalize these Australia Taiwan
Affiliate members to interact and share n he list of Affil Brazil Turkey
muchneeded updates. The list of Affiliate <, .44 Uiefier] At B

knowledge and experiences to support Ad-

. . Awards can be found on the IAFP website Alberta | British ColumbiaUnited Kingd
vancing Food Safety Worldwide S Pl i

under the Affiliate tab. gz;zrli;dleg:eizec ::;Iztgrc\‘aitit:(insas
At Sunda 0s Af f i i North America California
Ball. Delegate frorz the Wisconsin Assouat?oolease%e aware that Affl}[la?e Annual Fger: Chile Capital Area | Carolinas
9 e due to Susariiyrch 3, 202 ffiliates il _ Colorado | Connecticut
for Food Protection, was elected as the 20 e reminded that under the IAFP Bylaws Chinese in North AmericaFlorida | Georgia
82026 Affiliate Council Secretary. We wel- Colombia Idaho | lllinois | Indiana
Annual Reports are required to be submit Hong Kong lowa | Kansas | Kentucky
comed two new Affiliates, Kentucky and Ne Hungary Michigan | Minnesota
eyearly Annual Reports help keepdAFP Ul | qian in North America Upper Mid
pal, to the council, and we hope to increas s MPPef 'll VNvezt ’
. . . Issourl ebraska
our Affiliate numbers in 2026. Several individ- ReEa e sy || e e
ual Affiliate meetings were held onsite where Lebanon Ohio | Oklahoma
: : Mexico Pennsylvania
me_mbers from Afrlcg, Southeast ASla, Ko_reg, Nepal o
China and Chinese in North America, India in New Zealand Washington | Wisconsin

. . . (Continued on page 2)
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e AFFILIATES IN THE SPOTLIGHT

dated on your activiies, officers, and otheBBATYRING YOUR COMMUNICATIONS WITH IAFP
t

portant information. Information and documents

were sent out to all Affiliate officers a few @@NTFUBUTORS catch up with letime colleagues and meet
ago, with reminders emailed up until the dead- new ones.

line. If applying for one or more awards, thesdpciated Illinois Milk, Food and :

dated information is included with Annual Revironmental Sanitarians: EducatioNYSt,]AFleas f.ound'ed n %923 by Em”?e.“ R.

port documents r eq Wff@dchcetHalds ub mi t L X nsaonggldelpronger!ng health.ofﬂmals. '
. on ce o rie ERecutive Board continually strives to fulfil

you share the great work you are doing! Tkepdiséd by Caio Carvalho, IAFP Invited Speaker o iccion of offering educational and

of submitted Annual Reports for 2024 actiyjties .0 o Milk, Food and  collaborative opportunities to food safety

is available.orr:line uqderfthe Affiliattezs tab'érr]]vironmentm Sanitarians (Alkiglgs) — Professionals across the state of New York.
case youwish fo review for content. its 2025 Fall Educational Conference

During our November Affiliate Council Vir gptemberaal in Bloomington. .
proximately 30 attendees from indust

Meeting, we discussed the benefits of 1A d requlatorv participated rﬁfy Wells Er}terprises and local ice cream
Membership and the challenges the globaef?oogg yp P ' favorite Stewartds. Dl
system faces in attracting the next generatigpaft of the IAFP Executive Board SpedR&m flavors, Jacob Green, Wells Enterprises,
scientists, industrialists, and regulators toRrogram, Caio Carvalho was invited to pl@&htinteractive conversation on the

career in food safety. To gain more inforntd€i@ave an overview of IAFP and its berfdflegts@!. chemical, and physical hazards

from our Affiliates, a short survey from IARbeyED e s bef or e s p e 8ROFIdleq Wilh jge cepanypyofyction, aswelly
sent to all Affiliate Delegates in January, 26king "9 Food Safety #5thg pagnership heweenglairy plapfs apd

wguSentation whacs o New ¥ etkoState Pepartngnt of Agjpulture and
’%a iry Products. o Markets (NYSDAM) inspectors and regulators.

The conference kicked off on the evening of
September 9 with an ice cream social hosted

for views on this complex issue and shari
thoughts on how we can work together to
crease IAFP Membership. Results from thissg¥topics covered throughout the meéting® f ol lowi ng dayds Ge
vey will be discussed at our next Affiliate Geiaaih Sensory Evaluations; Microbiold§ithfhe Presidential Address from NYSAFP
Virtual Meeting, Wednesday, March 25, 2026ting Method Validation; SQF V10 Upagsident Cynthia James, Cornell University,
at 12:00 p.m. (Eastern Time). Susan will semiWholesale Product Inspection. directly followed by the Keynote Speaker, Katie
reminders in advance. Let us know if you have a Howard, Deputy Commissioner of New York

topic to add to th eCoergrllé% qx_er' "Z-}J@C'%%qg%o@ba W@Agriculture and Markets.
Lyle, IFF, Hygiend, and Denali, among others.

. ~ . Two Cornell University speakers followed, with

| beli eve e 0 rAeP 2026l | oki n f ar. r . . .

i Jul in N OVI WL " New York'State%Assodlatiohor IgooéK? m Bukowski providing
n Julyn em rt;:ans, dow_sm\:/aI(guad?(nlgeelp&tion: 102nd Annual Conferenc¥ €r sion 10 and PCQI 2.
warmer weather than today in Wales, UK)y 5@ by Jacob Green, Newsletter Editor Martin presenting on

tration and housing for the meeting are now _  Pasteurized Products. ¢
open on the IAFP website; | look forward &g, After years of meetings held in the
catching up with many of you onsite. Fpmtecfio" center of the state, thew York  Morning presentations were followed by

=" State Association for Food Protebiibnch and the Annual Business Meeting. Erin

In closing, | wish all of our Affiliate Membédfs\tRé\Fpved the locale east to host itsPatterson and Ron Crawford, Unleashed
best of health, peace, and prosperity in 208nd Annual Conference at the Saratoggaot ent i al , brought t he
Please take care of yourselves and each Spiépgs Holiday Inn, just north of the cagital hazed with the

Held Septembed19, the event attracted ’ presentation o

approximately 120 members, speakers, with a Multigenerational
Helen Taylor guests. Attendees had the opportunity tc Wor kforce. 6 Fo
Helen Taylor part in eight presentations at the Generg was Dr. Manpreet Singh
1 0044.920416075 Session on Septemb 1(left), Univerdity af | er 6 s
hrtaylor@cardiffmet.ac.uk choice of more than 12 presentations du Georgia and IAFP

breakout sessions on September 11. President, who discussed
«0OANntimicrobial

Beautiful fall evenings facilitated networking
and drinks around the fire each night, offering
conference attendees many opportunities to (Continued on paje
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(Continued from p&ye

Above left: Heather Torino presents Casey Métoee left: Cynthia James presents Amy Rhodes
Above left: Cynthia James (left) presents Ang\’—:\'igh the William V. Hickey Memorial Award. with the Honorary Lifetime Membership Award.

Montalbano with the Emmett R. Gauhn Memd?ﬁ(l)ve right: Michael Winkler receives the ~ Above right: Sara Kelly presents the Paul B. Brooks
Award Dr. Theodore Reich Memorial Award from  Memorial Award to Kevin Culm.

Above right: Christopher Lawrence receives th€S!ie Ball
Howard B. Marlatt Memorial Award from

Christina Angell. Division of Milk Control and Dairy Sciencdsy € st i ons directed to
concluded the breakout session withan BDAd  Jacob Green. The |
Resistance in FoodhandNGMSupdate.hogens. ¢ Presentatonfeatured Shari Campbell, HUJA
Dr. Singhdés attendance was onsoredc%g59|t'”gv speaking
.0

. S Pp .
the IAFP Executive Board Speaker Progrdifi, Food Session kicked off with a presénta _
tion by Rob Hal s-tead, Flexray, ent.i

tl ed
Next, NYSAFP Preskent Jeff Van Sice, venting and Responding to Foreign Mateldt T i ng Wednesday even
Upstate Niagara Cooperative, moderatedCao nt ami nat i on. 6 Ne feveralingiyiduglsqverghopofeg with s | N
panel discussion o DepdrthenioaHealth, provided ¢he grauf\§Eftfiation awards. Award recipients are:
featuring Larry Bailey, Walker Farms LL@n update on foodborne illness outbreaks and SERM

Heather Torino, NYSDAM; Dr. Eireann Cadlenspm the previous year. %ngela Montalbano, N etR.

NYSDAM Division of Animal Industry; and ) ) ] Gaqhn Memorial Award ,

logy song, Dr. Ann Charles Vegdahl, Coféflatt Memorial Award _
Dr. Michael Ciarambehiaer €otynel spe-k€obiseyeca VWe@Aany. Hickee No
Extension New York Sea Grant, providedrtiemal Technologies HP and UV for MiMgBigrial Award
afternoonds final PRBedsehntahi 6nConn e ahgehinkler, Byrpg @y Throgerg e
Agquacul ture. o6 concluded the sessQRachMappriglpwagda| i n Food

Hazard or Prevent i (ein@uinykceddaul B Brooks Memorial
sWednesdayds Gener al Award

' Session concluded The Laboratory Session opened with twoAmy RhodédHonorary Lifetime Membership
with a live discussiorspeakers from the NYS Ag and Markets Reaid
led by the hostsofthe ab. Dr . Mari a | shida resented oOoWhol e
" 0Ri sk or Ksenbnse Spaaehang Gveryiew, Applicatigis 20222026 NYSAFP Executive Board
Dr. Ben Chapman, North Carolina State &mivdr Tr ends, 6 f ol | o M@@ersdryludqr:o m Kingds upd:
sity, and Dr. Don Schaffner, Rutgers Uniteesigcent issue involving lead in applesdti@sident (Sth Year): Jeff Van Sice
Lab Committee Chair Christina Angell, Past President (6th Year): Cynthia James
Each year at the ARfYsSDAM, Rdd@Red a p%ﬁbmgﬁgsior%ﬁsidé%ect@mo{ear): Heather Torino

the final day is devoted to the popular breakopto c e s si ng P11 ant Bogrd Mgmbsy (3rg Xearg Ann gharles Yegdah
sessions, where experts split into three Board Member (2nd Year): Kevin Culm

specialty groups: Field (dairy farm inspec Board Member (1st Year): Daniel Fisher
Food, and Laboratory. Speakers gave a
12 informative presentations pertaining tc
respective areas of expertise.

i
\

The Field Session led with Chris Elliot, E ;

speaking on the 0RQagoR lef@efhirfPatbrddP(ffahd REnfCraMbigt €r on

Mil k Quality, 6 fol le@veqndcolRen MictodcBpd Awlrdidm Er i ks en,

Piper Systems, pre@;ﬁtmat\]ém@sgmidg@:_hoosing t he Right

Mi | k Storage Syst e Rgbo righ: Intoding GYSAFP Br&ident oY SDA M,

spoke on o0Mil k Hau ldn8i@ predchtslthe Po228 paste r Was hi ng
Requirements. o6 CaseyedMcdehe 6s Ng&SPAMt o Cynthia James.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3) 1 Dr. Jessica Chen, CDC PulseNet, distwssecond day opened with Angela Field, FDA
) . ing the continuing evolution of the Puté@ring important updates on the Fooed Trace

Washlngton Association for Food Protecy ot network and future Surveiltmze ability Rule, followed by Nick Thompson,

tion: 74th Annual Conference Held bility; Darigold, presenting on NCIMS developments.

Reported by Cefina To, Secretary Jack Burnett, Vikan, delivered insights into the

4~ Thewashington Association for 1 Will Satak, WSDA, providing updates@Brobial ecology.géteriaand Meelay

% Food Protection (WAFERNed regional food safety program activitiese|lier, Washington State Department of Health,
"€ to beautiful Chelan, Washington, and shared lessons learned from 2024 foodborne
September 812, 2025, for its outbreaks across the state.

Dr. Amber Itle, Washington State veteri-
74th Annual Conference, preceded by thé:T Anﬁarian resenting a co?)rdinated ind ¢ uded with q
nual Golf Tournament on September 10 at Bear | ' p 9 Bk con grence concq € W!t a secon-
- . academic, and regulatory approach tpresentation by Dr. Kniel, which was an in
Mountaimn. Thig, V& aninfoens, depth review of ic Vi ffecti
gram brought together lead- g . epth review of enteric viruses affecting frozen

vy . ) berries and other higtk foods.
b ers from industry, academifese sessions underscored the strong national ok

and government to explohd regional partnerships essential for mgiy | | owi ng | unch and ¢t
| emerging technologies, taining a robust food safety system. gavel , 6 members adjour

regulatory updates, and __gy for the year ahead.
public health challenges The afternoon expanded the conversation’into

shaping the future of food safety in the P&eifiiardooking solutions. Professor LuyaceMated officers include:
Northwest and beyond. Oregon State University, introduced artificial
intelligence and how it may reshape the ddggident: Kent Dowding
WAFFP President Kent Dowding openedif& of foodborne illness. This was fouowgdq,gjderﬁlect: Claire Murphy
meeting by welcoming attendees and recpgifgssor Kali Kniel, University of Delawdreeaadrer: Diep Wisniewski
= an IAFP Past President, whose session pré¢igary/Contact: Stephanie Smith
an engaging update on global food safetyglegate: Celina To

sues surrounding foodborne protozoan para- . . .
sites. WAFFP thanks IAFP for its supportﬁjJ per Midwest Dairy and Industry Associa-

. ~ on: 80 Atiend Annual Meeting o
Dr . Kni el 0s attendéeélrebyp%mssméggﬁt eolf] | AFPO ¢

- fer, Secretary
tive Board Speaker Program.

The 2025 Fall Conference for the
Student research was highlighted throug = Upper Midwest Dairy and Industry
. nical presentations from Bhim Thapa, W Association (UMDA3 held

ing the four Luedecke Scholarship recipiéﬂf%.State University, and Justin Gilleland, Qre— S_eptember DB8, in St. Qloud,
Morgiana Rosario Alepuyo, Morgan Pattéd" State University, further emphasizingMinnesota. Eighty members were in attend-
Oscar Wise, and Sherine Ortize. The conféfeficE P6s commi t me nt & Tebya Pemnaer was pleftecbag a ney

then began with a notable acknowledgenS@E6F Scientists. Board of Director member.

the 106year anniversary of the National ¢ _
fish Sanitation Program, presented by Di
Toepel t, highlight
in the nationds sh

= The following speakers and topics included:

cepf@ckvidera, Elanco,
afiéwdPep Programso;
L

ucas Sjostom, Minnes:c¢
and FMMOG;
Tricia Sheehan, Dairy Management, Inc.,
OTurning Hard Questior
1 Dr. BeiBhaly Labeed, USDA FSIS, ofronference attendees enjoyed the annuato n s u me r s ) l nto Conneoc
advancementsinwholegenomesqueﬁcc-_i ence an d_ Cockt dlaehs§ Met Wor KWi ngae He mt
ing to support regulatory public healtfeaturing student posters, industry engage-n  C hanges to MN Wo r k f
missions: ment, and an interactive bingo activity thd2r. Nicole Neeser, MN Department of Agricul-
’ encouraged conversation and community Ur €, oDepart ment Upd:

1 Dr. William Shaw, USDA FSIS, with ipilding across all sectors of the organizq\;{p\pAg in the Classroom provided the group

dates on the FSIS laboratory system;The popular raffle remained a highlight, with an overview of how they are helping edu
helping to support ongoing WAFFP initiatives.

Federal and state partners provided sevs
highly anticipated updates, including:

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from paye This yeards theme ®@adecddbaciation ot FoodgProtention: r
mental Health in aijgfeaddinfodatioMand Ekech@ngd hi -
woven into all aspects of the program, ingkjtbrted tyariePascale Gagné, Affiliate Coordinator

ing the plenary sessions which focused on _ _
emerging public health challenges; clim AQA@ To mark its 15th anniversary, the
change and health impacts; ADA compl . Quebec Association for Food Pro-
and providing safe and healthy environments ~ tection (AQIhgsted a dynamic

for the public we serve. Attendees learne/fRPOSIUM Septembe¥18§ 2025, in St.

novative approaches to environmental afdy @ ¢i nt he, with the ¢t
cate youth in the state about where their food protection, while building-cester MYy : Strategies to Feec
comes from. partnerships and embracing new technoibgigdlagship event brought together more than

to better protect community health. 115 participants among 18 company booths,
MD Azhar Uddin, University of WidRomsin 22 scientific posters, and five FLASH presenta-

Falls, ended the meeting by sharing his rEeod protection was a major emphasis ofitims (popularized in 180 seconds) by graduate

search on t he 0Ch a cogféerence, wittabnedksut segsiens onfrefalDa d e gyt s, reaf fi rmi ng

Farms in WI: Exi t toddafely xpuates and loest précticasarcidalgssfor innovation and collaboration in the
inspection; food code implementation; ararifood sector.

During the meeting, several awards wera{@regulatory tools and resources, as well .
sented to the following: as an afflay food protection training classStarting on September 18, participants en-

_ ) . Sessions proved popular, demonstratingjoyed exclus_ive training_ sessions offered by the
Presi degashiey NelsomaFrstDisy, o' mmitment of Indiana public health f¢ebec Institute of Agod Technology

trict Association ; - 1T . : .

. . , fessionals to providing safe food for HoodidrsiPA Q) . t he Affiliated
Dairy Service Await. Nicole Neeser, MNevery corner of the state. partner, followed by an immersive tour of its
Department of Agriculture

: _ facilities. The Opening Cocktail Session, which
Field Service Anaieb Wehde, Agropur | addition to food protection, wastewatewelcomed more than 60 attendees, was an
ey | environmental health, anbadbrds prepar-opportunity to highlight the outstanding contri-
edness, sessions were offered simultanelutihns of dedicated members and to unveil a

A field trip to the American Manufacturing i s u a | retr o-ygeargoarhey.v e

\ Sep.tember Affiliate MeetingsicrgMound OSS site and an epidemiolog _
Top: Dale Heinz presents o readiness exercise added to the oppdRE Annual General Meeting also served to

Le—u Ashley Nelsonwiththe - iias for continuing education during therenew the governance and welcome new board
Presidentos AwWalfce members, further strengthening the vitality of
the association. In addition to the committee

Evening activities included several receptemsyed in 2024, new 2025 officers include:

the Awards Banquet with a Silent Auction, live )

music, and time devoted toward professibr@pident: Anny Lainesse

networking. Vice President: Pigknelré Roy

Bottom: Brandon Wolf presents Secretary: Delphine Séne

Dr. Nicole Neeser with the  The conference ended with the closing plEeasurer: Makiéléne Dufresne

Dairy Service Award. session, which includedo/source trackingPast President: Aiharie Masella

, using environmental DNA, and planning eldgate and Honorary Member: Julie Jean

2026 Fall Conference. IEHA looks forwaidaeelopment Committee Director:

Indiana Environmental Health Associegitimuing to support and encourage Indidtteled Abdallah

Conference Fosters Collaboration in €mifonmental and food protection pro  Board Members: Cyril RobletPhélgope

ronmental and Food Protection fessionals. This conference demonstrate8dndpadith, André C6té, Catherine Leblanc,

Reported by Tami Barrett, Executive Board Secret@yn @ 0 s cont i nued st and 8tgphapie@Golletc heal t h neH
and the preparedness of the environmenty

Thendiana Environmental Health food protection community to face emerg

Association (IEHI its 74th Annuenvironmental and food safety challenge{!
al Fall Educational Conference at the

M‘ Lawrenceburg Event Center, Sep
ber 280ctober 1, 2025. The threciis=s

day event included training, collaboratio
networking opportunities for environmen
and food protection professionals from a
the state.

Several UMDIA Members
received Awards at the

. Middle: Dale Heitz presents
Deb Wehde with the Field
Service Award.

ITAQ 2

Board members of the Quebec Association for Food
Protection pose during t
September 189, 2025, in St. Hyacinthe.

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Several AQIA Members,
speakers, and guests pos .
for photos aw
15th Symposium.
Top left are: Karine Berger,

Julie Jean, Anny Lainesse Student Scholarships were awarded to the following students (pictured from left with award sponsc
and Laurent Bazinet. Romain Canuel and Karine Berger; Arthur Arnaout and Renée MiéllalerBiggae and Marie

-Hééne Dufresne; Linda Sanka and Delph@efd Amal Mamjoud and Anny Lainesse.
JeanrPhilippe Luna, Anny

: Lainesse, Catherine

| Langevin, and Sylvain These presentations highlighted concretglyour enthusiasm and commitment were a

Fournaise. solutions to str engemandaus s@path, and b Cathferme d
autonomy while keeping safety at the cofeonttainé.avallée (prior to her-deserved
practices. The outcomes were clear: a maternity leave!), Andrée Lagacé, Audrey

» Renee Michaud, Anny ~ Welcoming and strategic space for exchafigemblay, and Ma&?&scale Gagne,

 Lainesse, and Christine  Strengthened partnerships, and a sharedsymposium coordinators and AQIA coordinator

B Fermland. commitment to innovate for a sustainableespectively, from INAF, Université Laval.

future. Most participants expressed their

satisfaction and desire for continued ~ The 1&ear retrospective, speaker presenta
discussions. tions, and summaries of the scientific posters

are posted on the AQIA website.

Student Scholarships
; "l Claude Vallee and Anny Congratulations to the five students who Thank you to all of our sponsoring partners
: Lainesse. received awards in the form of scholarshffgs fagking this festive event possible in
the quality of their presentations during tike€ | €br at i on of AQI Ads
symposium:

Ontario Food Protection Association:
1st Prize for Best FLASH Oral Presentatioft(18nference Draws More Than 150
seconds): Romain Canuel, supervised byreported by Ellen Gravi, Delegate

Speakers and topics included: Laurent Bazinet, INAF, Université Laval: Thedntario Food Protection
Tim Jackson, U.S.@DRr e n ds  a Nsgholdrshif dfférét ByEMAPAQ: OFPA Association (OFRagted its

in Food Safety Regulations: Strategies foynq prize for Best FLASH Oral Present

Compliance, 6 speakjigoGecohds): At Arhadut, SupervRed b o 68thAgrwial Food Safety
IAFP Executive Board Speaker Programy,jjie Jean, INAF, Université Laval: scho[%:% igrence Septemb@Cfiober 1, 2025,

Claude Vallée, [BB@v er vi ew oferefdyN@m hoUS € Finging together more than 150 industry
Production in Queb esfmiie for Best Poster Presentation: 'e;?gg;;ﬁgg‘?;?ﬁ;jﬁesnf}':r?dafoiﬁd safety
JearPhilippe Luna, £ Gagnondet i € Guenatlle Verbrugghe, supervised by JLH'r%sentations collabora)t/ive disc%sgsio%s and
| mpact of Wor kfor ¢ gean RAFFUNiQetsite R Aval; @chdlabshiy - " " i
Catherine Langevin, B&i5to 0 d S adkiefeld by ABPLAS: exciting r_letworkmg opportunities. The Affiliate
From Craft Production to Mass Manufactififi®rize for Best Poster Presentation: th%géciptm:)rr:lgaﬁziult];]oi; Itvio?tShvstr)](i)lgs((;rr']S dfor
in an Unstabl e Con phRaele®anka, supervised by Julie Jean aha - PP g

0 .
iy:]Vaml Flournalse, OBundla j or . Fe& iner%)@cﬁa\%é, MAF, Université Lav%?id"““) event possible.

a enges 1. n a a EcHofarsHip®ffeRed By Bifmel; and Da 1 o0From Insiaght
Karine Berger, MABRRIAP AQ: A sffegidf Anfldurlcafaadidiénce Favorite o Cglture Change has Taught Us Abogt Safer
Managing Food Ri sk pgsterAwaliusinll f&nfoud, supervised By, 4 4
Laurent Bazinet, Universitédoaval T A L dmail Fliss, INAF, Université Laval; schofeyship ¢ o nf er enceds fir st
Research Chair: Food Safety at the Heagéred by AQIA in celebration of its 15tjineup of sessions, providing valuable insights

EceCircular Valorization ofgpd Indes  anniversary. into the latest trends, challenges, and

ialByr oduct s 6, solutions in food safety. Dr. Lone Jespersen
Julie Jean, Université davRle c r u i t Anspetibl th&hk yos tb the event organizers y. Lr P '

in AgrFood: Why Food Science Strugglesupported by the organizing committee: ultivate SA, de-l|.vered a keyn.o'Fg .presentatlon
Attract i n Quebec 6 CatharimallLeblanc and the dedicated on_th_e complexities and possibilities of
Sylvain Charlel@isR e t a i | U n dwlunte®&s fora §AQ, iacluding Martine E%%'r%‘-? astrong food safety culture. She
Food Safety and Trade in the Era of NewRachel Aubé, Justin Veilleux, and Fabien Servil

Barriers. o (Continued on pae
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(Continued from p&ye The discussion highlighted current challecrgasfunctional communication, and
across facilities of different sizes, along veithbedding accountability throughout their
outlined four leading the need for tailored programs, ongoing organizations. They highlighted the value of
indicators that organi  training, and collaboration with technolodgadership visibility, simple and consistent
zations can use to assesgartner. Panelists also examined emergingessaging, and ddtaven performance
| and understand their  detection technologies, such as targetedtiacking in driving behavioral change. The
culture maturity. Lone technology, and encouraged industry adspssion reinforced that advancing food safety

shared four reabrld of modern tools to strengthen product integftilye requires both organizational eommit
examples from Cultivate 84 consumer safety. ment and everyday actions that empower
clients, showcasing how employees to make safe decisions.

w= leadership, technology, /'
data, and HR strategies £
drive meaningful chang
She closed by groundin
% the work in the deeper
owhyoé behind food
with committed leadership and consisten
effort, culture transformation is achievabl

Greater Clarityand oLi fe in the Dry: Fooc
Standardization in Management Options Associated with Low
‘'Food LabeMbisgdre Foodsod
Michelle PBnst&egjtRNSWasriner, Ur
NephAmericap laepqrtmewttof Food Science, presented a
Regulatory Consultlng)mprehenswe look at food safety challenges
team, presented an associated with low
| overview of current = moisture foods (LMFs), a
i cugtamer lQ)g)éctatsl broad category that
Oversight: Regulatory Insights and Emer@s and regulatory trend; -I A includes grains, spices,
Prioritieso shaping food labellin e nuts, teas, dried fruits,
Kevin Urbanic, Director General, CFIA, p Drawing on a 2024 p‘ ol and more. He explained
wom | . .1 an overview of current survey of 1,000 that, although lemater
- : CFIA regulatoryacti Canadians, her research found that consg# activity typically prevents
vities, inspection are seeking greater transparency on allefil microbial growth, LMFs
practices, and emergipgocessing methods, sustainability, and [ have been repeatedly
food safety priorities. nutrition than what current labelling Stan (et B linked to foodborne
“:% The session highlightedquire. Michelle also noted sharp increa®€s* illness outbreaks,
findings from recent consumer engagement with labels, espeiallyding receé\a/mone//anntamlnatlon
food safety investiga among younger shoppers, alongside widim pistachios. Dr. Warriner outlined how
tions, recall trends, anspread confusion about technical terms gathogens adapt to survive in dry environments
the importance of strong preventative systertification claims. She concluded with and reviewed the key organisms of concern for
within regulated industries. recommendations for industry, including industry. He concluded by discussing emerging
_ ) clearer allergen identification, standardizeédk management approaches, with a particular
oOForeign Material Renhdogyt dn@tRe use offtodIs IReIGRRGUSDN gazhase hydroxyl radical treatments

Moderated by Jessica Burke, OFPA Pasig provide deeper, more accessible prodtizat can inactivate pathogens without adding
President, this session brought together jnformation. moisture to the product.
industry leaders JP Perrault, Metkeio

\()Consumer Demand

OFood Safety AnalybRapi dDBisg ®Mbr Eowdt hr
Moderated by Marin Pavlic, OFPA Presidemt,d Canadabd

this panel included Rebecca Marshall, M&almantha Cooke and lan MacGillivray, both
Leaf Foods; Bianca Calimlim, Compass Gooaaily Bread Food Bank, discussed the
rapid rise of food insecurity across Toronto and
Canada. They highlighted that food bank usage
in Toronto has increased fivefold since pre
COVID, with more than 300,000 monthly

clients now relying on Daily Bread Food Bank
aid, many of whom are working households and
XRay Recovery; Gwynne Sitsker, Embas individuals with pestcondary educations.
Ingredients; and Kris Middleton, Alchem Sam and lan shared striking national trends
explore evolving approaches to foreign nied@dah; and Stephen Vijayakumar, Sobepewing severe food insecurity doubling since
control. The speakers emphasized the fogiaglass practical strategies for strengthe@0m9, and outlined key drivers, including

tional role of strong risk assessments, frqgHidQafety culture across diverse operatiorefordable housing, inadequate income
employee engagement, and a robust foogettings. The speakers shared insights on

safety culture in preventing contaminatio|eyating frontline engagement, improving (Continued on pae
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(Continued from paye the workforce, focusing on the differenceeduce errors and uncover meaningful trends.
between academic environments and  Adriano demonstrated how automating

] professional expectationmm 11 repetitive tasks can free
Veronica emphasized | up time and improve

treating school like a job accuracy, emphasizing

building strong commun tools that are already

cation skills, gaining ear accessible to most teams.

industry experience, anc A live walkthrough of

staying curious about Excel ds Power

diverse career pathway highlighted its value as an

Once in a role, new easy, lowost entry point

professionals are encouraged to learn  for organizations beginning their food safety

company culture, build meaningful relatianalytics journey.

ships, and approach their development with

confidence and enjoyment. The session fldsége @t i ng Engaging Tr

with insights on teamwork, adaptability, ¥gole Tucker, SkjBetrett Foods, delivered

supports, and precarious employment. Thettmarking, underscoring thatéony a practical session on designing engaging

closed the day with a call to action, emptsagizess comes from continuous learning and effective training for

ing policy solutions, the importance of redotirggengagement in the workplace. food manufacturing

food waste, and how a clearer understanding operators. She highlighted

of besbefore dates can safely increase 0OCultivating Food Gtratedien to make trainingo u 1

John Boyce, a Vancehased independent activities, emphasizing

Day 2: 0Shoul d HA Cfodl safetyicdndultai with 25hyears Btal gléar communication and

Your Food Safety Pmgggoo=""" Seafoodsandauniquel § ___  handson learning. Nicole

Sam Davidson kicked off the second day o early career as a cormmer " also explored ways to make

practical, experiertrdven overview of HAC | cial crab fisherman, sessions more interactive so employees can
v grounded in his 35 years | ' delivered an engaging easily apply concepts on the floor. Her

the food industry, beginni _ presentation on buildingpaesentation reinforced that strong, well

with early lessons on || strong food safety cultuesigned training is essential for building and

foodborne illness and the[{& . He introduced Cultivate sustaining a robust food safety culture.

origins of HACCP as SAds food safety culture
developed by Pillsbury. Hgss maturity model, outlining ! Nt ernal ~Aud8ThesGoand ¢
| traced the evolution of key dimensions such as?f Always Being Al a d y 6

HACCP into a global  values, people systems, consistency, riskcraig Stewart, Food Safety Systems Specialist,
standard through Codex andnagement, and change leadership. Jop@fina Foods, delivered an informative session
highlighted its ongoing ~ walked attendees through the stages of On leveraging audits within food safety
importance in building  cultural maturity and highlighted the essgm y management systems.
consumer trust, especially amid growing lwiditften overlooked role of sanitation te He explained the
expectations under GFSI. Sam also discesselling physical, biological, and cherr purpose and value of

the regulatory landscape, including the hazards. He also explored common risky auqns, emphasm_mg
impacts of FDA, USDA, and FSMA, unddsehaviors and shared tools such as the || theirrole in identifying
scoring the need for strong preventive coitnécedenBehavior€onsequences) moct.. 4 gaps, driving con

and wellocumented HACCP plans. He closieelp organizations improve frontline _ Fi”UOUS improyem.ent,
the session by contrasting older industrydecisiommaking and reduce food safety ri§ké! ensuring compliance. Craig highlighted
practices with modernbisged approaches, _ key auditor skills and outlined practical
reinforcing the critical role of clear limits, oDat a An alodiketarn Rosver Qeenuklitng techniques. He concluded by
robust documentation, and continuous @nd Power Bl 0 reinforcing the importance of organization
i mprovement in t odAdiangGaspgrpMaplg leaf Eoods, exppigegydis rgpginess, stressingfarasion

on Day 186s pane d al snwluesnsent, consistent dorhmuaicatomn, a ¢ |

O0Transitioning & r osessBrdnbowlfoodtsafetyWéamsicanlad@mhsong senior leadership engagement to
Practical Advice for Students and Recentheir analytics capabilities using minimal maintain a robust and compliant food safety
Graduatesbéd resources. He broke down the analytics system.

Veronica Hisplop, Toronto Metropolitan journey, from data collection and cleaning to

University, offered valuable guidance foranalysis, visualization, and communication,

students and new graduates transitioninghwing how even small improvements can (Continued on p&je
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(Continued from p&ye better identify contamination sources, redtgasas Environmental Health Association:
outbreak duration, and protect public hegltheConference Workshop, Meeting, Field
KEYNOTE: 0 dHew Misintek i n g Ri s k Trlp Attracts 43 Attendees

preting Data Threa The day enﬁeg With anqwards Qese'ao_n)ﬁeported by Brian Falk, Treasurer

Mark Carter, President, MC Squared and/fipincing the 2025 awards, recognizing

Past President, provided-dapth update ofutstanding achievements in food safet - =~ TheKansas Environmental Health
global IAFP initiatives COmmitment to advancing the industry. {?‘n?} Association (KER&lY its Annual
Member benefits, andindividuals exemplify excellence and R Conference Octob#, 72025, at

upcoming Annual dedication in promoting food safety and the Homewood Suites in Salina.
| Meeting plans. He  Protecting public health. The meeting saw 43 attendees and five vendors
F " highlighted efforts to participate.

make membership mo-rrge Food Safe_:ty Professional of the Year Award

accessible worldwi de’goes to an |nd|V|dqu who has .demonstramr.@ first day comprised-&&néerence

expand professional exemplary leadership, innovation, and.d _ —— Workshop on
engagement oppor cation in the fiel Trench Saf(_ety.
tunities, and strengthe of fqod pro Scott Schwinn

the value GBEP tection. Gwynne : spoke on the
Connecas a hub for S!tsker, (left), & S importance of
Director of Food trench safety.
Safety and Lorraine Lowrey

| Quality, Embas and Brian

' Ingredients Ltd. Bowles, both

was presented with Kansas Rural Water, assisted with the
this award by  training that finished at the Crisis Center with
OFPA Presidentreal trenches and shoring devices to observe.
Marin Pavlic.

discussed emerging global food safety
challenges; the importance of interpretin
microbiological data accurately; and ho

are reshaping risk assessment. His pres
tation emphasized the need for transparent Day 2 began in class \
data practices, representative sampling, fgkw award, the Young Food Safety  from Anthony Stahl, Urine Collection. Madeline

critical thinking to improve the reliability gb,ofessional of the Year, goestoafood sate®oi s, Land | nstitute
food safety decisions. professional who finished their education

oOLeveraging Modern(‘i’glc‘ae%?é)bac 8|r0[:8 the |
Safety Surveillanc ears, an Has demcﬂﬁ/trated exemplary
Dr. Lawrence Goodridge, University of Gea]d%rship, innovation, and dedication in
highlighted the limitations of traditional HEidf o food protection. Darshan Gautre,
y ' Supplier Quality Auditor, FGF Brands, re Fertilizer Res:s

o passive foodborne
illness surveillance

systemsandthe OoFpAGs 69th Annual
| significant delays thgkheduled for Septemb@B892026, in the i

hinder effective  Greater Toronto Area.
outbreak detection

and response. He
introduced the
concept of precision
food safety, drawing
parallels to precision
medicine and é
emphasizing the use of emerging techno |
such as whole genome sequencing, enhi
environmental monitoring, and inteset
surveillance tools. Larry explored how dg
streams from social media to platforms c
offer earlier signals of iliness trends, whillg =¥
cautioning about their reliability and risk. HIS ) ) .
session underscored the need for proactlgg,P_A Delega_te Ellen Gravi and President Marin
technologgnabled monitoring approaches &Ic Pose with Darshan Gautre (center).

this inaugural award. trip to the Jackson Flats

Washout Facility
folfowel, whefelafgé € N «
A . trucks are washed,
before a visit to the
Trigard Concrete factory, where septic tanks
l are built. That evening, food and drinks were
)

provided by the hotel.

(Continued on pddg®
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(Continued from p&ye

The following day, Adrienne Miller, KDH
reviewed changes to Bulletin 4.2., which
) 28 addresses code to

. 4’ waste water systems |,
= the state. Next, Marth

A Tasker (left) spoke

about the River

Renewal in Salina.

L2

The Annual Meeting took place during Iuﬁ%mcommg 2026 President Ben Moetsch.

followed by coverage of real estate trans
actions and a presentation from NEHA 0@y ards were
Environmental Leadership. the meeting:

Newhelected officers include: Incoming President: Ben Moetsch

IAFP President Carrie Corlett passes the gayg

of Microbiology, the event received 560
participants, representing five continents, with
94% from South America. Of these, 44% were
professionals; 27% were graduate students;
and 15% were undergraduates.

With 46 invited speakers from Brazil, Europe,
and the Americas, the program delivered a
highly diverse and multidisciplinary scientific
genda Activities included seven keynote
ctures, eight roundtables, four short courses,
and a special workshop dedicated to Brazilian
artisanal cheeses.

presented to the following dllf{(langcientific and Technical Program included

short courses and keynotes on Biofilm
Detection and Control; Biomaterials from

President/Delegate/Contact: Shawn Esteylerle p. Baker Award: Dennis Murphy Microbial Sources; Education and Extension in

Vice President: Matt Debo

Second Vice President: Keena Privat
Past President: Lance Karmann
Secretary: Carissa McCuen
Treasurer: Brian Falk

Special Section Chair: Randy Barton
Membeat-Large: Kevin Baugh

The following are neadygted officers:

President: Ben Moetsch
First Vice President: Teresa Pratt

Past President: Carrie Corlett
lowa Association for Food ProtectionSecretary/Treasurer: Lynne Melchert
Awards Ceremony Held

Vice President fiem: Wade Brunsman

Second Vice President: Jessica Knebel

Advisors: Leo Timms, Kate Ehlts, Brian I«;:h

Food Microbiology; and Biodiversity Exploita
tion for Starter Cultures and Fermented Foods.
? Keynote presentations

wh ? addressed Micro/

==\ Nanoplastics; Rtarvest
Interventions; Precision
Fermentation; Bacteriocins;
and Viral Control
Technologies.

Reported by Lynne Melchert, Secretary/Treasurer and Gail Carpenter _ _ _
Roundtables included topics on Chemical

Thdowa Association for Food Protection Brazil Association for Food Protectio@ohtaminants and Microbial Interactions;
(IAFPheld its 2025 Annual Conference oFgodMicro Latino 2025 Conference Hitimicrobial Resistance and Environmental
October 15, at Ha n RepotfedbyCcaidranialto, Peledat®r Hu d Bnpants, Sustainable Food Processing; Safety
lowa. Thirgne attendees participated. T S ks

N DA SILVA ROCHA

Speakers included Mariah Busta, Midwe
Dairy; Gaylen Guyer, Lely North Americ =
Steve Shank, Ecolab; and Jurgen Ehler, The 1st FoodMlcro Latino 2025 meetlng,
IDALS Bureau Chief. organized in part byBhezil Association fo
Food Protection (BRAR&Ked its inaugurg
satellite edition event held outside Europ
Aracaju, Sergipe, Brazil, Octob28.28/ith

the theme, 0Sustai gaindtive FobdsaAMickbbidme Rhiputafioh ¢
the meeting brought together leading resgagcBnvironmental Emissions; and Artisinal

ers, professionals, and students to discugsheese Diversity and Regulation.

contemporary challenges in food microbiology,

with an emphasis on sustainability and folbdotal of 277 posters were presented. Six
safety. As part of the 33rd Brazilian Congressddthree by ICFMH Award and three from

£
= |
i1 S

‘
LT B

NN e

0025 |

IAFP President Carrie Corlett presents Denni
Murphy with the Merle P. Baker Award.

(Continued on pddg
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(Continued from page 10)

BRAR®ecognized outstanding -eariger

convened its 2025 Fall Meeting on Nove
at the Georgia Tech GTRI Conference Q

The meeting attracted more than 50 par§j :
pants from across the food safety comm
demonstrating strong engagement from
industry professionals, academic resear
regulatory partners, and students.

Ruben Vinueza,
GAFP Student

| student at the
University of
Georgia, provided
an update on
GAFP social
media engage
ment during the
2025 Fall
Meeting.

B The meeting opene

with welcoming i
remarks and a
! networking kickoff |
by GAFP Vice Cha
Vedas Burkeen (left),

setting a collaboratiy&|iowing a networking lunch, the GAFP
tone for the day.  Bysiness Meeting offered organizational
updates and an opportunity for member

FDA Food Traceability Rule, followed by an
Morning technical sessions addressed tinmgractive scavenger hunt designed to
and pressing food safety challenges. Notabbpurage networking among participants.
Ruth Petran (below), Ruth Petran Consulting,

engagement. The afternoon continued with an
industry perspective on implementation of the

researchers.

Institutional funding in part came from C
CAPES, FAPESP, FAPEMIG, and CFM
sponsors included Hygiena asiaBiovhich
supported technical sessions and speake
participation.

The 1st Foddicro Latino 2025 meeting m¢
its objectives, offering strong scientific co
and fostering collaboration. The event-s
fully expanded the FoodMicro network inf
Latin America, generating momentum for.
editions. The committee recommends m:
taining the event as a recurring satellite v
regional rotation. |

B

LLC and an IAFP Past President, deliveréfi&eeting also showcased graduate student

research through the Jim Ayres Graduate
Student Competition. Awsrthing pre

sentations addressed pathogen survival in
manuremended Georgia soils and root crops;
bioaerosol transfer from commercial poultry
operations; and the survivabtdria
monocytogenas pears during léagn cold
storage. These presentations highlighted the
strength and relevance of emerging food safety
research in the region.

Georgia Association for Food Protectipp: g

More Than 50 Attend Fall Meeting
Reported by Faith Critzer, Vice President

T\ sese TheGeorgia Association for Fo
E e, Protection (GAB&gcessfully

indepth session on hazard analysis and
identification of frequently overlooked ri
Her participation, sponsored by IAFP as
the Executive Board Speaker Program,
national level leadership and expertise t
meeting and was a highlight for attende¢

Additional morning presentations explor ;
innovation in poultry processing automats _—

as a strategy to address workforce turnoerAnna Townsend, Del Monte and GAFP Past
occupational
current thinking on revisions to food safedpout traceability initiatives and proactive steps
plans under the FSMA Preventive Contrblgsinesses can take to be compliant.

fOOd” Human Food (PCHF) rule. These sessions

prompted thoughtful discussions and provided

practical insights applicable across sectors. (Continued on pag
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(Continued from pagde

, companies that contributed to the event in
different ways.

éians 623522 '::d IT F:j:kg: pr?slil f,(\)lr 3 F;:St? Zt %‘i featured Bruno Vecchi, VETANCO SA, who

al Meeting, neld Novembers, ¥a@ve his per spect i 4 ©talgfo rgsRpych Rarets wergsglected ¢

I nvisible Chal | en g @ndpresentegas poptersby el authgrs, Inc

Overall, the 2025 GAFP Fall Meeting proMesd Cristina Lopez, UNSAM, spoke on€losing, participants were invited to attend
a valuable forum for professional develognRmt,g ul at ory Up dat e ¥AFPLAING2Q26, proanired By CHIA and
networking, knowledge sharing, and recdgA O/ WHO Consul t at i gchegu_leg forﬁ%ommbﬁﬂﬂazp@jlna ndr a
nition of excellence in food safety, reinfoRimdyiguez, INTI, closed with her topic onBu€nos Aires, Argentina. We hope to see many
the Affiliateds commoobdmesBafebyadvanc®wyihd®odal I ntelligenc
protection across Georgia and the Southeaste Det ecti on of CRfﬁcgri\ ((fo%tllnen?a?&séo%igt]ibnnfgr %60(31 .

The Association extends its sincere apprecia ) ) ) .
tion to all individuals who contributed to thN&Xt, Fabiana Guglielmone, Unilever andProtection: 3rd Food Safety Conference for

planning and execution of the meeting, witf!A President/Delegate, shared her  Africa Held Over Three Days
thanks to our members for their strong p&;Eperiences throughout her years in the Reported by Joseph Odumero, President/Delegate

cipation and excellent attendance.

S 48 TheAfrican Continental
, Fae, e i
X . - === Facultad de’ m“-‘g’;«‘/ Association for Food Protection
rgentine Food Safety Commission UNER Bromatologi """ (:Csrss geared towards
Argentine Food Safety Symposium C Facitiate R} advancing food safety on the African market.

Approximately 100 Attendees

. ) . Its goal is to connect food safety professionals,
Reported by Fabiana Guglielmone, President/Dele

policymakers, food value chain actors, and
students on the continent of Africa and around
the world. Its activities align with the sustain
able and safe food production and supply
Gualeguaychu, Entre Rios initiatives held on the continent.

State, Argentina. Organized Byghetine f ood i ndustry, addfg§§AcAE Fholl Safely Bdhferbnce fdt | |
Food Safety Commission (@ef)eeting Not Saf e, |t l' s No kfricg\ﬁag }qetd Ncﬁlé’m‘fﬁ% 5025, at

was developed in conjunction with the First Resort. Nigeria. and convened experts
Conference on Updates in Food Microbid\pgyoximately 100 participants from Argé?ﬁh £y , NIgerna, P

and other nearby countries took part in HEL stakeholders across Africa to adva_nce
The scientific program included two con event, demonstrating their interests in th&12/09u€, research exchange, andeutdti

ferences and a roundtable discussion whegenda and exchanging information Withcth%l llaboration on food
professionals shared their experiences Witheakers. theme was OEnhancing |

On November 20, 2025, th
@ﬁ‘;ﬁjﬁjﬂ"ﬂ;?i VI Argentine Food Safety
T Symposium was held in

attendees. for Improved Public Health, Trade €ompeti
_ The symposium was sponsored by prominény e ness, and Economic
=, e Caio Carvalho (left), educational institutions and local state anci1 _ _
p— Consultant and part gfovernment agencies, along with fourteeh"€ thregay event provided a-teigél
r the IAFP Executive continental platform for:
— 4 A == Facultadde __ Sharing scientific insights on food hazards;
t, st Board Speaker «>\UNER Brolrjnaatoloi]ia 9 o .g . !
iy | Program, opened the | P Showcasing innovations for detection,
symposium with Rt N processing, packaging, and monitoring;

Examining policy frameworks and institutional

=" O0ENnvironme [ et
coordination;

Microbiological
Monitorint| s

3

The roundtable titd]
Hazardsé6 was coord

T
® —
e
o —
- O
—«Q
S50

(Continued on pd@®
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(Continued from page 12) Dr. Titilayo Falade, International Institute

of Tropical Agriculture, followed with a

eme presentation on food safety interventions

\ , \ across Africa, sharing findings from large EU

d 00D SYSTEMS funded programs such as FS4Africa, HD4A,
- ’é%‘ﬁ}gﬁ‘éﬁ%%‘y e i and FCI4Africa. She emphasized that food
- OMPETITIVENESS safety is an issue of fairness and justice,
: o AND ECONO k% particularly within domestic markets where
R et MBI RS ROWTH IN most African consumers purchase food.
G i [— & gmare W poensy S B Rk @ e @ D S Representing 'BioEas.y of C':hina,' Ms. Bonnie ZF
' presented on innovations in rapid testing for
food hazards, showcas

validated test kits for rmalgcotoxins,
pathogenic bacteria, veterinary drug residues,
pesticides, and vitamins. She emphasized the
importance of affordable, reliable, and field
ready diagnostic tools for strengthening
national food control systems.

Professor Patrick Njobeh delivered the second
keynote, focusing on the persistent and wide
spread problem of mycotoxin contamination,
particularly aflatoxins and ochratoxin A. He
stressed the importance of community-engage

nning with a welcome from ProfessofMent and continuous public education through

Strengthening national anehstional food P

control systems Joseph Odumeru, ACAFP President andMass media, informal markets, and grass:roots

Addressing infrastructure and capacity g %ggate. A key feature was the extensivdlatforms to reduce exposure to mycotoxins.

and series of goodwill messages from diversgw John Atanda spoke on recent development

Highlighting roles of MSMEs and informanternational and domestic organizations n Nigeriads food saf

value chains. and from key Nigerian regulators includin luding harmonized food handler quidelines
the Standard Organization of Nigeria (Sda%bu ing ha g

The conference included approximatly 6@ the Federal Ministry of Health and S?ﬁsesoiﬁg; t?:?ggg;'?fg tzterggsggg the
200 participants, representing those from\Welfare. Mark Carter, MC Squared and I'&ent of fromt gack Iabeliin (FOPL) to P
academia, government, development  Past President, delivered information on the Pe 9 .

A . . ) . promote healthier consumer choices.
organizations, regulatory agencies, privateenefits of IAFP Membership.
industry, and research institutions. égross the sessions, several key themes

A series of presentations throughout the en¥ rged. i.e. rapid testing tools must be
Day One opened with a vibrant and energetiegded Mr. Kambire Sansan, who deliver groec. 1.e., rap 9

atmosphere, setting the tone for discussitinesopening keynote on strengthening foé)lﬁlei idated using African fOOd. matrices; food
. : afety education should be included in.school
on strengthening food safety systems aceossf ety systems i n . ca I T ght
; o L curricula; regulatory systems continue to face
the continent. Participants explored foundgobal priorities for 2@2232 and )
. o . challenges such as overlapping mandates,
tional themes such as governance, systeemphasizing the need for integrated,

integration, hazard control innovations, aocdordinated, and risksed national food Weak. coordination, and_ |nsuff|C|_ent e n_force
ment; laboratory capacity remains limited and

strategic partnerships. safety systems, testing is expensive; and improved traceability
The Opening Session was moderated by and consumer protection systems are urgently
Drs. Mojisola Karigidi and Olumodupe Banwo, needed.

Day One concluded with a relaxed poolside
cocktail session, providing the opportunity for
deeper connections, informal-ameigreet
interactions, and strengthening networking
across diverse stakeholder groups.

(Continued on pdgg
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(Continued from page

Day Two continued with Professor Folari
Oguntoyinbo delivering the first keynote

is fundamentally a survival issue rather t
just a hygiene matter. He concluded-by a
cating a mulayered Food Management

System that integrates HACCP, traceabi
audits, and continuous compliance monit

Professor Lateef Sanni followed with a kdS%aee j
address on food safety, nutrition, security. and
Africarded innovations. d

Saweda Liverpdaisie and Adewale Obady‘,’"
along with Dr. Itohan Abatan, who all pro™",
researchased insights into MSME food sﬂ
practices. They also introduced-&ligptexd 4
hygienic practice guidelines designedto ! =
knowledge and resource gaps among Ms......

The dayods final pr

Dr. Rose Omari, who shared findings fro
stakeholder mapping study focused on f¢
safety governance. She emphasized the,
for harmonized interventions, stronger re
funding, and mdkivel governance to ensu
sustainable improvements.

The afternoon featured technical sessio
Themes 1 and 2 of the conference, provi
more focused discussions on priority top
and enabling participants to engage in deeper

technical exchanges related to innovatioy.yoss Atrica, offering insights into food safety
governance, and system strengthening. gystems, nutrition, climate change impacts,

The day concluded with several overarcrﬁﬂgsumer behavior, economic dimensions,

insights, including the need to build capa%ﬂ
among earbareer food safety practitionergj,q morning commenced with parallel

the persistence of collaboration gaps acrggg;nical sessions on Food Safety Systems
ministries; the importance of integrating 4nq Nutrition; Climate Change, Environmental
informal actors into national food safety |yo.4rds. and Food Safety; Gender and Work

systems; and the continued underdevelop, .o peyelopment in Food Safety: Consumer

ment of data systems and analytics. Fun@&ﬁcation, Awareness, and Food Safety

shortages and sustainability concerns W1 ,re: and Economics of Food Safety.
also identified as recurring challenges to be '

addressed through coordinated action. The conference also recorded an extensive

) _catalog of additional paper presentations,
Day Three continued the momentum buH&&y&qng widanging topics such as

the previous days s i5RehicaPdhdyses of foétipBdbdts? 9

full slate of technical presentations unéelyalfer influences on food security: microbial

Themesd®. The day showcased extensive
scientific contributions from researchers

emerging technological solutions.

(Continued on pdd®
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(Continued from page 14) Dr. Ernest Aubee, representing the ACANPAFP Student Award; and Dave Jelle, Foremc
Board and the Republic of The Gambia, Farms USA, Food Safety Leadership Award.
' contamination in  commended participants for their dedication ) ) )
Y indigenous vege  and called for sustained collaboration actdedates were provided along with anintro
tables; rainfall countries and institutions. duction of the Affili
interactions with food Elected officers are:

&

systems; antifungalFeatured exhibitors at the conference included N
and antibacterial  BioEasy, China; FS4Africa (Food Safety fgesident: Leili Afsadyril
— interventions: soil Africa Project); RSM2SNF (Research SuppoMice President: Minto Michael
- bioremediation: foolodel for Safe and Nutritious Foods); N$PRid Vi ce President: A
security challenges (Nigerian Stored Products Research Instit@@)President/Delegate: Takiyah Ball
linked to wildlife _ Etcon Analytical and Environmental Systéfggsurer: Tyson Villarreal
protectionand  and Ingaba Biotechnical Industries. ~ Secretary/Contact: Kristen Houck

tourism; artificial intelligence in food SafeMZAFP sincerely thanks our esteemed Florida Association for Food Protection:

g;f;‘jgtger?ggﬁfnggcgigg}gtiexaeslg:;igtinconference partners including the Federad Tal ks wi t h Tacoso
! > Ministry of Health, NSPRI, FAO, Nestlé, Repprted by Kelly Smekens, President
aquaculture and livestock chainfjecdly . : :
Milk, and Rite Foods for their generous and

pest control; and nutritional characterization Thelorida Association for Food

of local food products. These diverse cor}{'rtlal support. Y Protection (FAREIM its 2025
butions illustrated the breadth of food SafWYsconsin Association for Food Prot S Winter Luncheon, C

research across Africa and the commitm : : . on December 10 at Coastal Ag Supply
scientists to addressing mirtiensional E%gi&ﬁ%y Kils?elg Hzgclf(r Sﬁg;ﬁf ffFall M%emgoerry, Florida. The haheayed

challenges. gathering drew 28 attendees from both
. ThéNisconsin Associationacademia and the private sector and provided
The afternoonds t QAAJAFP for So8SrSoie@ith SWAFE RlixinglancEidhtive setting for knowledge

across Theme¥s3enabling moredepth "™ held its 2025 Fall Meeting exchange and professional networking.
discussions on consumer education;-environ December 3 in Green Bay at

mental hazards; innovative processing; Food Safety Net Services. A tour of histofitendees heard three engaging presentations
" governance; and | ambeau Field kicked off the meeting onfrom experts in their fields.

F‘\, g safety culture. The pecember 2, followed by a networking digae

g @

multithematic with approximately 25 people in attendar =
engagements

X allowed participantsSTt he meeti ngds t hem Froi sSsue
to identify cross  in Food Safety: Biological, Chemical, anc Le\

B cutting solutionsanBhy si cal Hazards. 6 =
“gaps requiring ) ) )
collaborative actionWendy White, Georgia Institute of Techn

and | AFP Secretary]

After presentations concluded, ACAFP hpld ovi di ng | AFP upd|] ng o
its Business Meeting, where stakeholders at i on Troubl es hoo = : = | I A
reviewed organizational progress and strategcpor t i ng Wendy 6s a - rt o
directions. The meeting also featured a pExecutive Board Speaker Program. Natalie Dyenson (abov
sentation of cash prize awards to four out spoke on oOLeadership

standing poster presenters, based on ~ Other speakers and topics included Bradyio r ¢ t han Three Decad
evaluations conducted throughout the ~ Bolling, University of WisaaMsidison, whogistilled eight core messages into leadership
conference. This recognition highlighted S Po ke on o Nat ural fgfnl pot¥ iBclud®y Onl pang GHepgn t
ACAFP&s commit ment Nigol Matp.Corpel Aniyersityy Who  sojutions, not refusals; finding inspiration in
excellence among eaaheer researchers Pr esent ed OHPAIL i nyR@dtedpiatek and avthgsdollow Bié © C

and strengthening scientific innovation inDepartment of Agriculture, Trade and Cogeience.
food safety across Africa. sumer Protection, who provided a department

update; and Jack Hurley, FlexXray, who télistia Schoen, Coastal Ag Supply, followed
The closing ceremony formally broughttkeb o ut o0 Physi cal Cowi ami aAppbyang ®DeteRe
threeday conference to an end. Closing mental Monitoring Program: Moving Beyond
remarks were delivered by representativé¥\&irds presented and recipients honoregpWef¢t i ne Sampling to F
the Local Organizing Committee, FAO, Xingrui Fan, University of Wisitdasiison,

ACAFP leadership, and government officials. (Continued on pdd
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(Continued from pagg

Nepalese Association for Food Protd

Virtual Symposium Held in Decembq
Reported by Karuna Kharel, Delegate

P TheNepalese Association &
";:’,:'.?p‘ri‘:;t‘{?:;“' Food Protection (NepAFH
conducted its 1st NepAFHEE
Research Symposium virtually Decethb
12, 2025. The meeting drew 118 particiji

in total over the thikssy event.

HOW OFTEN DO YOU REVISE YOUR

) , roti; andsa/monellprevalence in pastured
Dr. Don Schaffner, Rutgers University arﬁi&ﬂars in the U.S.

IAFP Past President, was one of three keynote

speakers. On Day 1, Dr. Schaffner sharegdtudent presentations took place on the

groundbreaking insights on scientific effieag¥ing day. The following students were

offered practical guidance on designing £1 ProPer handwashing; quantitative micrefjients of Developing Scientist Awards:
risk assessment of the 2006 leafy greens

riskbased environmental monitoring plan, . .
including refining sampling locations andoutbreak; and growth modeling and recefitom Nepal

Kristina Schoen

food safety events. 1st Place: Prekshya Timsina, CCT
frequency. 2nd Place: Bibash Paudel, NCFST
Dr. Razieh Farzad, University of Florida, 3rd Place: Dhiren Subba Limbu, CCT
the presentations ¢ Srormt UBA:

the Food Systems: Current Understandirg

Future Directions. :
rized current evidence on how microplag
enter and move through food supply cha
highlighted analytical and detection chal
lenges; discussed possible food safety ajg.
human health concerns; and outlined futtfe

research priorities.

n 1st Placrzrt]amSandesh Chapagain, UMES
Zna Piace" :T-I’ratiksha Shrestha, LSU
3rd Place: Dikshya Shilpakar, LSU

The Affiliate extends its heartfelt gratitude
for the sustained and enthusiastic virtual
participation during its 1st NepAFP Research

On Day 2, Dr. Joshua GurtlerARSDA ~ Symposium.

After lunch, the FAFP Board invited all lupared his work on biochar sand filters and
eon participants to its meeting to review their effect on redudthgroin irrigation

upcoming projects and new business, indl@@fgHe also provided valuable insights
planning for the Afhepedrieyt e€as pu paued s FEM%%TFE% BRIEF
Education Conference in May 2026, in Cfy@edl Protectiaong with practical tips on

River, Florida. grammar and formatting for scientific writhitfBangladesh Association for Food
Protection in North America (BAieB&mly

Many thanks to Coastal Ag Supply for hd3tindpyjit Saha, Kerry Food Protection arelected Affiliate officers. They are:

and to everyone who attended for makinfytggervation, spoke on Day 3 on food

event a productive and collegial opporturiiftegtion, preservation, and novel anti
advancing food protection in Florida. microbial treatments combatting foodbor

pathogens.

President/Contact: Mohammad Aminul Islam
dce President: Arpita Aditya

Past President: Debabrata Biswas
Secretary: Md. Ashrafudoulla

A variety of research topics were covered essdurer: Zajeba Tabashsum
day including: Alternative proteins and thBielegate: Niamul Kabir

role in food systems; Biofilms and their impact

on food safety; Scientific validation of thermal

treatment for food safety; Deep frying practices

and oil conditions among local vendors in

Nepal; Investigation of meat safety conditions,

knowledge, and practices in Nepal; Prevalence

and serotyping$#/monelldrom commercial

poultry production in the U.S.; Oil quality

degradation study of oil used to prepare sel
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IAFP Creates Award Nomination/Application Process Webinar

Are you considering nominating a worthy <c
awards? Is your Affiliate applying for one or more of the IAFP Affiliate Awards? Take time to
webinar, oONavigating | AFP Awar ds: Require
nomination/application process.

First held in December 2025, this webinar is designed to equip IAFP Members and Affiliate n
with the knowledge and tools necessary to successfully apply for awards and recognitions. T
structured overview of award categories, eligibility requirements, and submission protocols, |
pants will gain a clear understanding of how to prepare and present strong applications. The
provides stapystep guidance on setting up an account, submitting electronic materials, and s
impactful letters of recommendation. Emphasis is placed on travel awards, common applicat
lenges, and strategic planning to averdnatt submissions. By fostering confidence and

clarity, the webinar aims to empower both new and returning applicants to engage fully with t
process and position themselves for recognition within the IAFP community.

Susan Smith, Affiliate Liaison and Awards Coordinator, and Angela Walla, Texas Tech Unive
member of | AFPOs Wel come Committee, serve
one you know is an IAFP Member, access to this webinar is free on the IAFP website. Remir
award nominations are duEetmuary 10, 2026ffiliate Award applications are due with your
Annual ReportMarch 3, 2026Contact Susan at ssmith@foodprotection.org with questions.

Navigating IAFP Awards:
Requirements, Tips, and Best
Practices

Speakers
Angela Walla, Ph.D., Professor, Texas Tech University
Susan Smith, Association Services, |IAFP

International Association for

; Food Protection,
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AFFILIATE NEWS IAFP HEADLINES

AFFILIATE ANNUAL REPORTS DUE REGISTER AND RESERVE YOUR HOTEL
TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2026 FOR IAFP 2026

Registration is open for

IAFP 202Quly 2829, in

New Orleans, Louisiana. Take a
Reports are few minutes out of your busy day
due Tuesday, to register for the leading food

March 3, 2026, safety conference taking place in this exciting and colorful
for activities that city. When registering, select your hotel at the same time
took place duringamong those offering our group rate. Visit the Annual
2025. Periodic Meeting page on the IAFP website to get started! We look
reminders were emailed to all Affiliate officers whofbeward to seeing you in The Big Easy!

yet to submit a report for their respective Affiliate.
POPULAR WORKSHOP RETURNS!

Annual Reports are required to be submitted to the IAFP _
office to comply with IAFP Bylaws (regardless of ptefiddctosial Challenge Testing for Foods Workshop

year activities). These reports serve as valuable inf8FHiREANPril 823, 2026, in Des Plaines (Chicago),

to keep the Association updated on current officerdlipgig. This twday workshop is intended for food industry
and upcoming meetings; websites; etc. All Annual R@fRteionals, testing lab personnel, and regulators.

are to be submitted electronically; membership list8&e t i ng i s i mited, so don
not required. We also encourage applications for o¥gRsite. Early registration rates end March 25, 2026.
more Affiliate awards during your submission prog
Contact Susan Smith, Affiliate Liaison, with questi

NEXT AFFILIATE COUNCIL VIRTUAL ME
SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 25, 2026

== This serves as a
- reminder that all
Affiliate Annual

M

Plan now to attend the Agxtate Council Virtual

Meetinon Wednesday, March 25, 2026, 12.00p.mT AKE TI ME TO VOTE | N |

(Eastern Time). Invitations and agendas will be ser{finc RETARY ELECTION

advance to those who ardBR Connest virtual

meetings are recorded and available shortly after dfpting opens February 2, 2026 for the upcoming IAFP

IAFP Conne&nd mark your calendar for Monday, 2026 Secretary Election. Candidates standing for election

May 18, 2026, 9:00 a.m. (Eastern Time) for the lasare Dr. Martin Duplessis, Health Canada, Ontario, Canad:

Affiliate Council Virtual Meeting prior to the Affiliateand Dr. Maria Hoffmann, U.S. FDA, Washington, D.C.

Council Meeting dutifgP 2026. Profiles of the candidates can be viewed on the home pag
of the IAFP website. IAFP Members have until March 3,
2026, to cast their vote. The link and passcode will be
emailed to Members on February 2.
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AFFILIATE CALEND

PROMOTE YOUR MEETINGS THROUGH IA

January 2026
Affiliates in Action 28:0hio Association for Food Prot@@2eWinter IAFP Support for
Fourth Quarter 2025 Annual Business Meeting, Columbus, Ohio. Contact SNl [E\MY Il kS
October Freese at cfreese@phdmc.org. Whether to complement the

mission and promotional materia

§ Kansas Environmental Health 28: United Kingdom Association for Food Pr@@2ion, [T IN@NIEIENI SR TR
Association i . . i relationship with the Internationg
Annual Meeting, Cardiff, UK. Visit zero2five.org.uk/n NS S o i Rie A e el Bl te e le sl

offer the following supplies for u
or distribution at your meetings:

8 lowa Association for Food Protg

§ Brazil Association for Food ProtiAzU¢ 4SS

N b 17819:1daho Environmental Health Asso@ag6n, IAFP popp display.
ovember ] i This updated and attractive
Gonia Associ TN Annual Conference, Boise, ldaho. Visiaiehaom/ popup display shows attende
eogla ASSOEICEEI index.oh that you are affiliated with 1A
Protection Index.pnhp.
. - IAFP 20232026 Presen
ACELUERREERL BV 25527: Michigan Environmental Health Asso2@2én, tation. A PowerPoint slide
) ! . . . . L show with a suggested 15
UCEUNSRIIENEREEREURIE  Annual Business Meeting, Traverse City, Michigan. minute script. This is the
Food Protection meha.net/ same presentation used by
5 b ) : members of the IAFP
ecember Executive Board when invited
8§  Wisconsin Association for Food Apnl 2026 to speak at AffllGicUEE

Protection 8: British Columbia Food Protection Assa2@ton, Promotional materials box.
Contents include a complime
tary IAFP Membership certifid
bcfoodprotection.ca/. and brochures, current issue
Affiliate Vievand |AFP Annual
Meeting flyers. Additional

Florida Association for Food Annual General Meeting (virtual). Visit
Protection

Nepalese Association for Food
Protection (virtual) 29:Upper Midwest Dairy Industry Asso2G2in, complimentary resources are

Spring Meeting, LeSueur, Minnesota. Visit umdia.orEECCUEICRLELREECRITERS

To request these items for your
next meeting, call or email Susa
Smith at the IAFP Office.

To be featured in the next isg\if@iate Viewwend your
news and photos by March 31, 2086san Smith at
ssmith@foodprotection.org.
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