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Christopher, Sahaana Chandran, Sabahnur Demirci, Sam Hadden, Sarita Raengpradub, Sean 

Foster, Sean Montgomery, Seulgi Jeong, Shahram Ajamian, Shuang Yu, Sitara Cullinan, Sonia 
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Total Number of Attendees: 127. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Sunday, July 27, 2025, 8:30 A.M. 

 

Minutes Recording Secretary: Matthew Moore. 

 

Old Business: The minutes from IAFP 2024 PDG meeting were approved with no 

modifications. 

 

New Business: Updates from the IAFP Executive Board provided by email by IAFP vice 

president Dr. Manan Sharma were all read at the meeting. For IAFP 2025, more than 2,900 

attendees have registered to attend. Among other important information, the IAFP this year is 

excited to announce its own podcast with a sneak peek at the opening session. In addition, this 

year IAFP are piloting AI-generated closed captioning for all sessions and welcome feedback 

after the meeting. We encouraged Members to visit the Exhibit floor and talk to the exhibitors to 

learn from them and share your needs with them. PDGs are essential to the success of IAFP. 

Last year, the acceptance rate for submitted symposia/roundtable proposals was 36% so we 

asked Members to prioritize the quality and information rather than quantity of session 

submitted from our PDG. Additional IAFP announcements included the message from the 

Editors of Journal of Food Protection about invited reviews and from the chair of the IAFP 



Webinar Committee for webinar discussion. Additional safety announcements were provided by 

Sonia Almeria including the review of the Anti-Trust Guidelines. Dr. Almeria reviewed accepted 

sponsored or co-sponsored proposals including symposia and roundtables. There was also a 

note about numerous posters and technical sessions that will be presented and are relevant to 

the Viral and Parasitic Foodborne Diseases PDG. There were three Brief Research Updates (5-

10 minutes each) to the PDG: 1) about foodborne parasites by Dr. Laura Lalonde (CFIA, 

Canada). Summary of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) meeting on protozoal 

foodborne parasites 2025. 2) on foodborne viruses by Dr. Kristen Gibson (University of 

Arkansas). Update on research related to noroviruses and viral inactivation, 3) about both 

foodborne parasites and viruses by Dr. Mathilde Trudel-Ferland (University of Delaware). 

Highlights of research inquiries of protozoa and viruses in agricultural environments. After the 

research updates, there were some announcements and thanks from IAFP Board Liaison Dr. 

Manan Sharma 

 

In preparation for IAFP 2026 in New Orleans, LA, July 26–29, 2026, roundtable, webinars and 

symposia topics were suggested and discussed. PDG participated in breakout groups to 

consider important questions and areas of research related to viral and parasitic foodborne 

diseases that would be good symposium topics for IAFP 2026. Ideas have been listed based on 

group sharing. The Members broke  out into 3 large groups for networking and discussion of 

session proposals. 

 

Group 1 – proposals: -Viral and parasitic Next generation sequencing updates in foods as well 

as source tracking, Surveillance studies of viruses and parasites in foods, and what we have, 

what we need and what we can learn from them, Persistence/prevalence in foods, soil, 

agriculture water, processing environment and water, Overview of FAO report on parasites. 

 



Group 2 – proposals: FAO parasites joint meeting overview (could be combined with idea from 

Group, Prevalence of viruses and parasites in different water sources, how to apply new 

methods? NGS for viruses and parasites in water and food (mollusks) highlighting novel probe-

capture based methods (maybe combine with method comparison?) BAM versus ISO methods 

for virus detection (Jaykus, Guix, Esseili). 

 

Group 3 – proposals: Symposium on HPAI in food processing environments and what we 

know about HPAI in current processing of high-risk foods. Potentially roundtable discussion on 

foodborne virus vaccination, and vaccination in food handlers; updates on norovirus vaccine. 

Potential collaboration with retail PDG; include Members of panel from industry, government, 

academia. Understanding the zoonotic risk of hepatitis E virus, given what is known about their 

prevalenc, Hydroponic food safety, including viral risks. Could potentially involve Produce PDG. 

Virus/Parasite-bacteria (especially biofilms) interactions and their potential influence on viral and 

parasitic persistence in foods and food processing environments, Updates on viral 

recovery/concentration and detection in foods and the environment. 

 

Recommendations to the Executive Board: 

1. Dr. Matthew Moore was elected Vice Chair of the Viral and Parasitic Foodborne Disease 

PDG on March 26, 2025. We recommend that this is approved by the Executive Board. 

 

Next Meeting Date: July 26, 2026, New Orleans, LA. 

Meeting Adjourned: 10:00 A.M. 

Chairperson Name: Maria (Sonia) Almeria. 

 


