Low Water Activity Foods PDG
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Total Number of Attendees: 127.

Meeting Called to Order: Sunday, July 27, 2025, 3:01 P.M.

Minutes Recording Secretary: Ariel Buehler.

Old Business: 2024 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved with no

objections.

New Business: PDG Chair Erdogan Ceylan called meeting to order, and the motion was
seconded by Molly Mills. The meeting started with introductions of each person and their
affiliation to the group IAFP executive committee announcements were then reviewed and
included the list of requested topics for invited reviews to the Journal of Food Protection. Nathan
Mirdamadi, Global Director of Sanitation at Kerry, presented on “Legacy Equipment and
Infrastructure in Low aw Facilities: Working with Less-than-ldeal Hygienic Equipment & Facility
Design.” The group then dispersed into four breakout groups to discuss potential symposium
topics. The four areas of discussion were themed around: i). ingredient control and infant
formula, ii.) digital tools for quality, safety and shelf-life and cleaning and sanitation, iii.) WGS
and traceability, supply chain/climate change, and iv.) very dry fruits, validation of kill steps.
After discussion in the breakout groups, the larger group came together to share what was
discussed. A couple of themes were highlighted around dry ingredients and their associated risk

assessments, lethality validations—product grouping, when to use surrogates and when is a



revalidation required, consumer lethality validations, environmental monitoring programs and
sanitation frequency, and clean breaks in dry environments. Potential collaborations with IAFNS
were also raised for the dry fruits and dried ingredients topics. This group will have a virtual
meeting in a month to discuss further symposium development and collaborations on

submissions prior to the September 30™ deadline.

Recommendations to the Executive Board: None.

Next Meeting Date: Sunday, July 26, 2026, New Orleans, LA.
Meeting Adjourned: 4:31 P.M.

Chairperson Name: Erdogan Ceylan.



