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Total Number of Attendees: 157.

Meeting Called to Order: Sunday, July 27, 2025, 8:30 A.M.

Old Business: A motion was made by James Doyle and seconded by Julie Simcox to approve
the minutes from the previous meeting, and it passed.

New Business: The meeting began with opening remarks from Dr. Angela Anandappa,
followed by a presentation of the agenda which had no amendments. The IAFP’s mission
statement was read to attendees, and it was noted that Robert’s Rules would govern
parliamentary procedure. The Journal of Food Protection and Food Protection Trends were
announced, and it was noted that the Journal of Food Protection accepts invited reviews from a

list of 56 topics. John Spink asked what a review paper was, and it was explained that it’s a



paper that summarizes, discusses, or comprehensively reviews existing research rather than
presenting new findings.

John Spink inquired if Food Fraud was one of the 56 topics and was informed that it wasn’t on
the list provided by Dina, but Karen Everstine noted that a paper on the topic was in progress.
She also mentioned that the paper in progress was not focused on methods. The PDG’s
purpose and Membership information were reviewed from page 8 of the guidelines and
handbook, and antitrust guidelines were also reviewed. There were no student PDG
announcements, and attendees were encouraged to attend two scheduled roundtables.
Fernando Avelleyra from Walmart presented “Beyond Testing,” an initial look at their position
paper. The paper, authored by Claire Meneses, Anza Bester, Julie Simcox, John Points, Stuart
Hastie, John Figgins, Fernando Avelleyra, and edited by Angela Anandappa, shares the
struggles and focus areas for companies, particularly small ones, on their journey to prevent
food fraud. It suggests that prevention is the ideal defense, rather than detection, and that food
fraud programs should be solidly incorporated into how companies define their risk. Companies
should have clear, contractual expectations for suppliers, and GFSI standards should include
strong food fraud programs. The paper outlines a “holistic, multi-layered approach to mitigate
food fraud and protect consumer trust” through strategic pillars: Governance & Leadership,
Policies & Procedures, Training & Communication, Vulnerability Assessment & Supply Chain
Illumination, Monitoring & Horizon Scanning, and Testing & Inspections. The next steps include

publishing a general interest paper in Food Protection Trends.

Sabahnur Demirci from Mérieux Nutrisciences presented “Trends in Food Fraud Incidents,”
discussing Safety HUD, a tool that monitors food safety and fraud trends. The tool takes
information from 85 countries and 130 sources, tracking 13,000 alerts to date. The presentation
noted that food fraud incidents are increasing rapidly with more creativity, and gray market

activities account for about half of these incidents. Milk and dairy products are the number one



category for fraud, largely involving substitution with vegetable oils and fats, with many incidents
originating in European countries.

TreQuincy Lissaur from SSAFE presented on “Resources in Food Fraud Prevention”. SSAFE is
a global nonprofit focused on advancing the safe supply and trade of food, with three core
pillars: Projects & Harmonization of Standards, External Engagement, and Good Practice
Sharing. Lissaur noted that the more the food fraud space can be de-complicated, the better.
SSAFE has created a food fraud assessment tool to meet GFSI requirements and identify
vulnerabilities based on controls, opportunity, and motivation. The tool uses the formula:
Opportunity — Motivation + Control = Food Vulnerability.

Meetings are scheduled for the third Friday of each month at 5 p.m. Central Time. Information

will be sent out.

Recommendations to the Executive Board: None

Next Meeting Date: Sunday, July 26, 2026, New Orleans, LA.
Meeting Adjourned: 10:00 A.M.

Chairperson Name: Dr. Angela Anandappa.



